Efficacy of nociceptin inhibition on WDR neuron activity is enhanced in mononeuropathic rats.
Nociceptin (NC), administered microiontophoretically at different concentrations, significantly reduced the spontaneous and stimulus-evoked activity on WDR neuron in rats with chronic constriction of one sciatic nerve and showing signs of neuropathic pain. The effect was not antagonized by Naloxone. The same concentrations of NC were ineffective on the noxious stimulus evoked responses of WDR neurons in sham and intact rats. This result indicates a facilitated inhibitory action of NC on nociceptive transmission in this pain model.